Scripture Readings for April 18

Acts 3:11-21 (NLT)

They all rushed out in amazement to Solomon’s Colonnade, where the man was holding tightly to Peter and John.
12 Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the crowd. “People of Israel,” he said, “what is so surprising about
this? And why stare at us as though we had made this man walk by our own power or godliness? 13 For it is the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the God of all our ancestors—who has brought glory to his servant Jesus by
doing this. This is the same Jesus whom you handed over and rejected before Pilate, despite Pilate’s decision to
release him. 14 You rejected this holy, righteous one and instead demanded the release of a murderer. 15 You
killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. And we are witnesses of this fact!

16 “Through faith in the name of Jesus, this man was healed—and you know how crippled he was before. Faith in
Jesus’ name has healed him before your very eyes.

17 “Friends, | realize that what you and your leaders did to Jesus was done in ignorance. 18 But God was fulfilling
what all the prophets had foretold about the Messiah—that he must suffer these things. 19 Now repent of your
sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. 20 Then times of refreshment will come from the
presence of the Lord, and he will again send you Jesus, your appointed Messiah. 21 For he must remain in heaven
until the time for the final restoration of all things, as God promised long ago through his holy prophets.

1 John 3:1-7 (NLT)

See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are! But the people who
belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s children because they don’t know him. 2 Dear friends, we
are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be like when Christ appears. But we do know
that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is. 3 And all who have this eager expectation will keep
themselves pure, just as he is pure.

4 Everyone who sins is breaking God’s law, for all sin is contrary to the law of God. 5 And you know that Jesus
came to take away our sins, and there is no sin in him. 6 Anyone who continues to live in him will not sin. But
anyone who keeps on sinning does not know him or understand who he is.

7 Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this: When people do what is right, it shows that they are
righteous, even as Christ is righteous.

Luke 24:36-49 (NLT)

And just as they were telling about it, Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among them. “Peace be with
you,” he said. 37 But the whole group was startled and frightened, thinking they were seeing a ghost!

38 “Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts filled with doubt? 39 Look at my hands. Look at my
feet. You can see that it’s really me. Touch me and make sure that | am not a ghost, because ghosts don’t have
bodies, as you see that | do.” 40 As he spoke, he showed them his hands and his feet.

41 Still they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder. Then he asked them, “Do you have anything here
to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he ate it as they watched.

44 Then he said, “When | was with you before, | told you that everything written about me in the law of Moses
and the prophets and in the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures. 46 And he said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah would suffer and die and rise from the
dead on the third day. 47 It was also written that this message would be proclaimed in the authority of his name
to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: ‘There is forgiveness of sins for all who repent.” 48 You are witnesses of
all these things.

49 “And now | will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit
comes and fills you with power from heaven.”



