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The Joy of Biblical Hospitality 

Biblical hospitality extends a deep, heartfelt welcome 
that reflects God’s love and grace. Rooted in Scripture, 
hospitality is integral to our Christian living, echoing 
Hebrews 13:2: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares.” This call to open our lives and hearts builds 
our faith community, grows our relationships, and 
strengthens our faith. 

The joy of biblical hospitality arises from the genuine 
connection it creates. Sharing a meal or a space can 
nurture friendships, break down barriers, and invite 
people of diverse backgrounds into a shared experience 
of love and acceptance. In Romans 12:13, Paul 
encourages believers to “contribute to the needs of the 
saints and seek to show hospitality.” This focus on others 
cultivates a spirit of generosity, prompting us to share 
our resources and time, reflecting Christ’s selfless love. 

Hospitality also provides an opportunity for spiritual 
growth. As we welcome others, we learn to listen, 
empathize, and serve. This mutual exchange enriches 
our faith and fosters a sense of belonging. Through 
hosting, we can share not only meals but also the 
transformative message of the Gospel, planting seeds of 
faith in those we welcome into our lives. Importantly, 
biblical hospitality is not confined to gatherings. It can be 
experienced and shared in small acts of kindness—a 
warm smile, a listening ear, or an encouraging word. 
These gestures can create an atmosphere of warmth and 
genuine regard, making everyone feel valued and seen. 

Ultimately, the joy of biblical hospitality lies in its ability 
to mirror God’s love. By embracing this practice, we 
participate in a divine rhythm of giving and receiving, 
transforming lives and communities in the process. In a 
world often marked by isolation, biblical hospitality is a 
powerful reminder of God’s inclusive love. 

As we move into the next season of St. Timothy’s, we 
celebrate the past and with gratitude, move into the 
future that God has in store for us. Where is God calling 
you to engage? What gifts, abilities, and passions might 
you follow in service to God and to others? There are 
many opportunities to contribute to the wonderful 
things happening at St. Timothy’s. In the weeks ahead, 
you will hear more about the things we are hoping to do 
with your help to continue to grow and celebrate being 
the people of God.  

I invite you to prayerfully consider where you might 
serve. Perhaps join our list of readers or communion 
assistants. Maybe help us form a team to address the 
care of our facility or join those of us trained as food 
handlers to help make our new kitchen fruitful and 
productive. Or connect with Rob and Shelley to find out 
how you can support our ministries with families, youth 
and children. I can’t list all the opportunities, but if you 
have been hesitant to step into new areas of ministry, 
now is the time.  Don’t miss out—enter the joy of serving 
our Lord and His Church. 

Serving with you in Christ, 
Pastor Jim 
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We have come to the end of August.  The 
good news is that we have been able to 

improve our income and outgo by $180,000, although our general fund offerings still do not cover our budgeted 
expenses. We are entering the Fall months which does normally provide a giving increase. Although we planned on 
a potential need to tap our liquid funds by the end of the year to meet budgeted expenses, additional offerings to 
our general fund could allow us to reach budgeted expenses. On the mission side, if you were at the September 
Kitchen Building update, we have been able to fund the project with additional gifts. Also, we have been able to 
deal with maintenance issues of water leakage at Carter and HVAC repairs and replacements within our restricted 
accounts.  Good stewardship continues to be a key factor in our ministry.   

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
9:00 AM Traditional 
11:00 AM Contemporary 

ONLINE WORSHIP  
Videos are live recorded at both morning worship services. Recordings 
will be available in the afternoon on our website: s t l c s j . o r g / w o r s h i p  

Not all staff have regular hours, so it’s best to schedule an appointment 
with them. You can find contact info for staff here:  s t l c s j . o r g / s t a ff  

WAYS TO GIVE 
1. Mail your offering to church or drop it off in the locked offering box in the sanctuary.  If you don’t have 

offering envelopes, be sure to indicate in the memo line which fund(s). 
2. Give online on our safe and secure website https://www.stlcsj.org/giving/  
3. Mobile Giving: text Give to 408-692-6903. 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 

8:30 AM TO 4 PM 

FRIDAY  

8:30 AM TO 3 PM 

FROM OUR TREASURER, DARRELL SHIDELER 

Financial Performance (Year-to-date as of August 31, 2025 

https://www.stlcsj.org/worship/
https://www.stlcsj.org/staff/
https://www.stlcsj.org/giving/
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Thursday, October 23 at 12:00 noon  

in Fellowship Hall 
 

Lunch will cost $15 for Baked potato bar, salad  and 
pies for dessert. Drinks are always free. 

Donna Zolezzi will talk about the South Bay Blue Star 
Moms, a non-partisan and non-profit organization. 

Their mission is to support fellow Blue Star members, 
their sons, daughters and any other family members 

who are currently serving or have served in the Armed 
Forces of the United States. 

Lunch Bunch needs to know how many are 
coming, so please call Betsy Grandey at (408) 
629-6093 to register. Reservations and money 
($30) will also be collected for the Christmas 

Luncheon. 
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This year we are excited to again be participating in the Operation Christmas 
Child ministry. Last year we packed over 300 shoeboxes and hope to do the 
same again this year! As a church, we have several different opportunities to 
bless children around the world. If you aren’t familiar with the ministry, here 
is a very good video to watch.   

https://video.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child-overview-2023/ 

1. We will be packing shoeboxes as a church November 15-16. Families and 
small groups can sign-up for a time to come in and pack shoeboxes. We will 
be collecting various items for the shoeboxes to provide the items before the 
packing party. Look for more information about both the packing party and 
the collection of items in the coming weeks. 

2. Families can also pack shoeboxes on their own and bring the boxes back to 
church. In late October, shoeboxes will be available in the narthex for families that would like to pick those up.  

If you have any questions about the Operation Christmas Child ministry or would like more information, 
please contact Debbie Bauman at debbie@bspan.com. 

BIBLE STUDY 
WEDNESDAYS @ 7 PM 

CAFÉ LYDIA 

The pastors will be teaching from the 

Sermon Series “Lutheran Worship.”  

10-01  The Word  

10-08  Creed  

10-15  Peace & Sending  

https://video.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child-overview-2023/
mailto:debbie@bspan.com


$275 

Faranje Tule’s life is a testament to resilience and hope. Born in a small village in 
Chapa, she married at just 17 and became the mother of seven children. Life was far 
from easy, her husband worked as a farmer, but their small plot of land and 
traditional farming methods made it nearly impossible to provide enough for the 
family. Her life, and the life of her family, began to change when Children’s 
HopeChest brought hope to the Chapa area. Through the sponsorship program, 
Faranje gained new opportunities to support her family, while her son, Solomon, was 
able to enroll in school. With the CarePoint covering his educational costs, Solomon is 
now studying at college, taking steps toward a brighter and more promising future. 
Faranje has also started working and earning an income, transforming their family’s 
life and giving them renewed hope for the days ahead. Today, mother and son are 
filled with gratitude; living examples of the profound, life-changing impact that 
CarePoint support can have. All in the name of Jesus! 

REMODEL PROJECT UPDA TE 

The parking lot work has now been completed.  Most 

of the kitchen work has been completed, equipment 

has been delivered, and we are in the final stages 

with multiple inspections to come.  Unfortunately, 

while many inspections have been passed without 

issue, we did not pass the fire sprinkler inspection.  

The inspector requires a few changes, updates to our 

plans, and resubmission to the fire department.  This 

will push back the remaining inspections and overall 

timing by 3-4 weeks.  Subject to the remaining 

inspections, the kitchen remodel is now estimated to 

be completed by October 31, followed by the 

completion of the Fellowship Hall restrooms by 

November 30. 

To date, we have received $324,483 to date from 

pledges and additional contributions.  We aim to 

receive the remaining pledges of $53,737 by the end 

of October, but no later than December 31, 2025.  

Together with the $700,000 of church allocated 

funds, the total funding of $1,078,220 covers our 

updated estimated costs of $1,043,334 with an 

excess of $34,886 available to cover additional costs 

and contingencies. 



We start together with dinner and worship then 
break off into our respective small groups. We end 

the night with a game.   

STLCSJ.ORG/HUME 

Rob Walter, Director of Youth Ministries 
rob.walter@stlcsj.org  
or 408-264-3858, ext. 122 

@sttims_youth 

https://www.stlcsj.org/hume/
mailto:rob.walter@stlcsj.org
https://www.instagram.com/sttims_youth/?hl=en





