PASTOR’S PEN

One of the most interesting passages of Scripture to me
is the Seven Letters to the Seven Churches found in
Revelation 2-3. In these chapters, we have in John’s
vision a letter from Jesus to the churches located in
seven major cities of the Greco-Roman world: Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and
Laodicea. Though each one is brief, these letters are
similar to the Epistles of Paul to the churches in various
cities in that they contain encouragement where the
churches are being faithful, warning where they are
missing the mark, and a final call to be and remain
faithful to the end.

This is the section of Scripture where we find the phrase
“lukewarm” in the warning of Jesus to the church in
Laodicea:

“I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. |
wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because
you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to
spit you out of my mouth.”

Revelation 3:15

Or one of my other favorite sayings of Jesus:

“Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, | will come in and eat
with that person, and they with me.”

Revelation 3:20

This section of Scripture always leads me to wonder: if
Jesus wrote a letter to our congregation at St. Timothy'’s,
or to the Christian churches in the city of San Jose, what
would he write to us? Where would he encourage and
laud us for our faithfulness to the Gospel and right
living? Where would he say, “And yet this | have against
you... (Rev 2:4, 14, 20)? What if Jesus was to write a
letter to you? What do you think he would say? |
encourage you to take a week this month and read
through one of the letters several times each day. Ask
the Holy Spirit to teach, instruct and convict you in them
in a way that bears out the fruit of righteousness in your
life!

Each one of the letters Jesus writes conclude with a
promise to those who are steadfast in faith- they will not
fail to receive their heavenly reward! The seven letters
to the seven churches are a reminder to us to be and
remain faithful to our Lord Jesus even in the midst of
hardship, struggle, and opposition- both the internal
struggles, spiritual battles and external pressures that
beset the faithful. And to avoid compromising both our
theology and practices or “conforming to the pattern of
this world” (Romans 12:2).

Let us continue to seek out above all things faithfulness
to Christ.

In Christ,
Pastor Joe



FROM OUR TREASURER, DARRELL SHIDELER

We have gone through half of the year and we are negative for the year. However, that normally corrects as
we move to the end of the year. Congregational giving is greater at this point in time of the year over last
year. Our prayers this Sunday focused on the outreach that we made in India and China, not to mention our
support for the European ministries, as well as, our national outreach. Your gifts and stewardship does make a

difference.
Financial Performance (Year-to-date as of June 30, 2026)
Income Expenses Difference
Approved 2026 Budget $1,556,840 § (1,556,840) % -
Income Expenses Difference
YTD Budget $574,734 ($702,194) ($127,460)
YTD Actuals 4899 355 (628,999) (129, 644)
YTD Difference ($75,379) §73195 ($2,184)
WAYS TO GIVE

1. Mail your offering to church or drop it off in the locked offering box in the sanctuary. If you don’t have
offering envelopes, be sure to indicate in the memo line which fund(s).
2. Give online on our safe and secure website https://www.stlcsj.org/giving/

3. Mobile Giving: text Give to 408-692-6903.

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES
9 AM Traditional

11 AM Contemporary

ONLINE WORSHIP

Videos are live recorded at both morning worship
services. Recordings will be available in the afternoon on
our website: stlcsj.org/worship

) Oﬂ'—ice MONDAY-THURSDAY

8:30 AMTO 4 PM
OULT'S rripay 8:30 AM TO 3 PM
Not all staff have regular hours, so it’s best to
schedule an appointment with them.

KICK-OFF
SUNDAY

One worship service

August 23
10 am

Followed by a time of
fellowship and ministry
highlights at 11 am



https://www.stlcsj.org/giving/
https://www.stlcsj.org/worship/
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GROWING IN
TOGETHI
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The Christian life is lived in community with God and with each other. Come find your
community and the perfect group for you!

GROW GROUPS

» are small gatherings of community that meet weekly to build friendships, open the Bible together,
encourage and support one another as we grow as disciples of Jesus.

» do not require you to be an expert in the Bible or the church, but is a safe place to ask questions,
learn, and grow in the Word.

» are places where we maintain confidentiality, courtesy, and respect towards others. All are
welcome no matter where you are in your faith journey.

GROW GROUPS WILL START A NEW SEASON IN SEPTEMBER.
To get connected to a group, email Pastor Joe: joe.hill@stlcsj.org

HTS

WEDNESDAYS

THROUGH
AUGUST 12

% 6:00 DINNER
]



mailto:joe.hill@stlcsj.org

CHRISTMAS CANTATA

The annual Christmas Cantata will be presented at Help us get our
both services on Sunday, December 13. This year’s campus ready
cantata is a new one, “Night of Hope, Night of Grace” for the fall.
by Joel Raney. The choir will be accompanied by a full "

i i it PRIl Y ENE There will be
orchestra. .

: . : : light duty tasks
If you would like to join us this year as a cantata singer
as well as heavy

or orchestra member, please contact Bill Mowson,
Director of Traditional Music; music@stlcsj.org or in CHURCH duty tasks.
person on Sundays. WORK DAY

For choir members, the only requirement is that you Many hands

can sing “in tune” - music reading is NOT required. August 15 make light work!
Practice recordings will be provided for at-home or on-

the-go practicing. 9am- hoon

Cantata rehearsals are Sunday mornings from 10:15-
10:45 in the music room beginning August 30th.

GRIEFRYSHARE!

Help and encouragement after the death of a loved one

At a GriefShare group, you'll find understanding, guidance, relief, and a safe place
to navigate the challenges of grief. Come join us!

Monday, 7 to 9 pm beginning September 14
At the church, Room Bl
Suggested donation for workbook: $20


https://find.griefshare.org/groups/292225
mailto:music@stlcsj.org

2026-2027 Registration
begins on August 1 at

sticsj.org/momco

Join us as we support and encourage
each other through this journey we call
motherhood!

We are a community of moms with
children ages birth through school-age.
We encourage each other through
resources, speakers, events,
mentorship, and friendship — all
pertinent to our roles as mothers,
wives, and women.

Meetings:
2nd Wednesday of the month
from 7-9 pm
in the Fellowship Hall.
First meeting is September 9.

, Contact Elizabeth at
momco@stlcsj.org

® or 408-677-0267

AUGUST™
Food ltem of
== the Month

. CANNED
. FRUIT

k'l 1\

Please donate only the requested item for that
month. For the health and dignity of our clients,
no expired food items.

BRUNCH

SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 12
9:30 - 11:30 AM

St. Timothy’s
Fellowship Hall

Coming Soon: info and sign up
www.stlcsj.org 408-264-3858
St. Timothy’s Women’s Ministry



https://www.stlcsj.org/momco/
mailto:momco@stlcsj.org

The application period for this year’s St. Timothy’s Scholarship Program closed with the receipt of only one
application package. The Scholarship Committee was, however, quite pleased with the quality of the application
and essay, and we unanimously agreed that the applicant was deserving of a $1,000 scholarship award. We were
also pleased that, although the program is open to members of all the NALC and LCMC congregations in our
area, the successful applicant was one of our own young congregants! The following identifies the scholarship
winner, indicates her college plans, and shares a selection from her essay.

Mayanna Smith (Planning to attend West Valley College and major in Biology)

“My church has equipped me to discuss my faith, reflect Christ in my actions, and trust the Spirit to reach others.
| am not perfect by any means, and | am scared to share the Gospel with unbelievers, but these provisions have
only blessed me so | can bless my peers in college, and | am entirely grateful that God, through my church, has
prepared me to do so.”

The Scholarship Committee was pleased to approve this award to a recent graduate. It is our sincere desire that
a St. Timothy’s scholarship will provide both encouragement and a helpful financial boost as this young person
continues her education. Special thanks to Beth Tkacheff, our Church Secretary, for assisting with publicity about
the program and supporting the on-line scholarship application process. Thanks also to Scott Campbell for
authoring a letter of recommendation for Mayanna.

Please seek out opportunities to congratulate Mayanna and wish her well as she embarks on her college

education.
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mailto:sara.stamos@stlcsj.org
https://www.instagram.com/sttims_youth/?hl=en

PLAYEIME
-ER T

Hey Kids! Bring your parents.
Aug 2, Sunday 10 - Il am
St. Tim's Playground

5100 Camden Ave

www. STLCSJ.ORG/M
St. Timothy’s Lutheran
5100 Camen Ave San Jose 95124 58
Please RSVP CM@STL ; = Flay Todefier
www.meetup.com/messy-church-san-j 3[] 54954, * Free Brunch
* Free Coffee Bar

¢ Meet New Friends

For more information:

cm@stlcsj.org

Do you love to sing? «
Come add your voice to our
children’s choir! :

No experience needed ®
4 - 12 years ages welcome @

SUNDAYS
10:15-10:45 AM
= AUGUST 9

__ St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church
@ Preschool Library #D2

more information
Y CM@STLCSJ.ORG



AUGUST NEWSLETTER
2026

| can not believe that it is August already! Summer camp
seemed to go by so quickly, the kids had tons of fun! Some
highlights from our camps - during Around the World week they
loved having new kinds of foods like seaweed, and pasta with
red sauce, we do not usually have that at snack time! They also
enjoyed making their very own passports. For sports week, they
enjoyed playing with hula hoops, stepping stones, and corn hole.
| am so excited for school to start on August 19th! It will be so
nice to welcome new friends and their families as well as see all
our returning students and their families.

We have some wonderful new staff members for you all to

We can’t wait to see you soon!

K Ms. Dawn )
 MARK YOUR CALENDAR )

August 15: 9am- 12pm St Timothys Church & Preschool Work Day

We have needs with everything from washing windows to hauling
tanbark, and we'd love any help you can provide. Come join the fun!

August 17: 9am- 10am Meet Your Teacher Day (M-F Families)

August 18: 9am- 10am Meet Your Teacher Day (MWF & T/Th
Families)

August 19: First Day of School (MWF & M-F Students)
Cgust 20: First Day of School (T/Th Students)




