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PASTOR’S PEN

As | write this article we have completed Summer
Church nights and are planning the Wednesday Church
nights for the fall. These are likely to include a course of
the Alpha program and a series through 1 and 2
Timothy. We are also preparing for about 5 baptisms.
The Call Team has started their work and Marilyn and |
are actively planning for our next steps forward.

We are told change is scaring, but we are also told that
change is inevitable. While a recognize that change is
hard, | also recognize that God’s blessings come in the
form of change. The future God has in store for us is
good. His blessings are many. | hope we can celebrate
the good stuff and see God and good even in the
changes we may not have contemplated or wanted.

As | worked through the study on Lutheran
Understandings, | saw afresh the truth and the promise
that God is at work in our world and in our lives. And |
saw afresh that very often the blessings God brings into
our lives and world He chooses to do through His
people. You and me. What an amazing privilege to have
the honor to serve others in Jesus’ name and to His

glory.

Are you noticing people stepping up all around you to
engage in the ministries that God is doing in and
through St. Timothy’s? These are exciting days. Perhaps
you could be a catalyst of encouragement as you notice
AND acknowledge those who are new to your grow
group or who have said yes to other opportunities to
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help and be involved in ministry. We don’t serve for the
recognition but the recognition can contribute to the
joy of serving. Be an encourager. And if you are one
who is serving, acknowledge the one who is serving
next to you.

One of the obvious statements | heard and was
touched by is: Yesterday is already a memory,
tomorrow is still a promise, but today is the only canvas
where your life actually gets painted. | have thought
that if we engage in the opportunities we have today,
tomorrow is likely to become better than we could
have imagined.

| know that God holds the future and that God is good.
In 2018 when | trained for a ran a 5k and then trained
for and did a triathlon, | was thrilled to experience that
power of doing what | could do today so that tomorrow
| could do what | could not do today. | pray that you will
see the opportunity today to do that which allows you
to be a part of what God promised through the prophet
Jeremiah in chapters 27-29 which concluded with the
well known verse Jeremiah 29:11: For | know the plans
| have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.

Looking forward to tomorrow while enjoying the

opportunities of today, \’

Pastor Jim
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As we move into the final 4 months of the year we have seen an increase in our giving numbers and a decrease in
our expenditures. At this point we are negative $163k, but we had budgeted for a negative $171k. The final 4
months of the year have normally increased in income over expenses resulting in a reduction of our current
negative position. However, current tithing and gifting is still critical to cover our year end expenses.

Annual Tithing Options:

1. Continuing with our current weekly or monthly tithing commitments. Monthly, quarterly, or annual tithing
commitments are a blessing to our church and we are blessed to have continuous gifts that flow to the general fund
each week out of income.

2. Gifts of stock. Some choose to give a gift of stock. The advantage is the totality of the gift is tax deductible
(meeting income tax rules) and the gain on the stock is not includible for taxable purposes. We continue to handle
these gifts each year.

3. Donor Advised Funds. Towards the end of the year those with DAF accounts look for distributions to churches
and charities. This year, with the increase in the stock market, it might be possible to consider a greater distribution
in a potential time of gain.

All of these current gifting options can assist with the ministry and calling of our church.

Financial Performance (Year-to-date as of July 31, 2026)
Income Expenses Difference
Approved 2026 Budget $1556840 % (1,556,840) % -
Income Expenses Difference
YTD Actuals $575,492 ($738,712) ($163,220)
YTD Budget 663,103 (834,923) (171,820)
YTD Difference ($87.611) $96,211 $8.600
SUND{\Y “IIORSHIP TIMES AT T
9 AM Traditiona 1. Mail your offering to church or
11 AM Contemporary drop it off in the locked offering box
ONLINE WORSHIP in the sanctuary. If you don’t have

offering envelopes, be sure to

Videos are live recorded at both morning worship S ) _ '
indicate in the memo line which

services. Recordings will be available in the afternoon on
our website: stlcsj.org/worship

fund(s).
2. Give online on our safe and secure

Of-ﬁce MONDAY-THURSDAY website

ours 8:30AMTO 4 PM https://www.stlcsj.org/givin
FRIDAY 8:30 AM TO 3 PM 3. Mobile Giving: text Give to 408-

Not all staff have regular hours, so it’s best to 692-6903.

schedule an appointment with them.



https://www.stlcsj.org/giving/
https://www.stlcsj.org/worship/

GRIEFRYSHARE

At a GriefShare group, You’ll find understanding,
guidance, relief, and a safe place to navigate the
challenges of grief. Come join us!

Our Support Group will be using a program called
GriefShare, which combines 3 components: a video,
small group conversation, and a private journal
(called a workbook). It's a 13-week course, in-
person, beginning September 8.

Members and non-members alike are welcome.
Tell your friends! We want to do as God has called
us to do: to care for one another, bearing one
another’s burdens.

Mondays, 7 pm -9 pm,
beginning September 14

At church, Room B1
Suggested donation for workbook: $20

Sign up after church or contact Leslie or
Tony: 408-323-0306 or register online at
https://find.griefshare.org/groups/292225

Surviving

the W

This year, St Timothy’s will also be hosting a
special one-day 2-hour session called “Surviving
the Holidays.” We know how especially
challenging the holidays can be after the loss of a
loved one. Come join others and learn practical
tips and tools on how to navigate those
challenges.

This will be held on Saturday, November 14,
from 10am — 12pm.

Registration for this event is separate from the
13-week course and will start the end of
September.

WEMEN'S
BRUNCH

SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 12

9:30 - 11:30 AM
Fellowship Hall

TO SIGN-UP EMAIL
INFO@STLCSJ.ORG

Save the Date!
2ND ANNUAL JELLY ROLL SEWATHON

Saturday, October 17 from 9:30 am to mid afternoon

We will be sewing up fabric jelly roll strips or three yard
quilt kits to make quilt tops to serve many recipients...
MomCo, Mercy Mobile, fire victims, flood victims, and
Dream House among others. It’s a fun day with morning
treats, lunch provided, and most of all fellowship time.
This event is for experienced sewers.

Please sign up, bring your machine, thread and be ready
for a fun time. Quilters group will take the tops, layer
them with backing and batting and quilt them. We had
a great turn out last year. Looking forward to another
successful event.

RSVP to Tammy Briner at (cell) 408 887 3412



https://find.griefshare.org/groups/292225

GROW GROUPS

~ GROWING IN FAITH.
TOGETHER.

GROW GROUPS are small gatherings of community that meet weekly to build friendships, open the Bible together,
encourage and support one another as we grow as disciples of Jesus. This Fall we will be focused on our Vision for
Ministry at St. Tim’s of Hospitality, Discipleship, and Mission. Join us as we explore how these shape our lives as
Christians, our life as a community of faith, and our understanding of God’s will for our lives.

In GROW GROUPS, we are committed to growing in our love of God, knowledge of Him and the Scriptures, and our
desire to do His willl

The Christian life is lived in community with God and with each other. Come find your community and the perfect
group for you! To get connected to a group, email Pastor Joe: joe.hill@stlcsj.org

Wednesday,
September 16

6:00 Dinner
6:45 Worship

Fellowship Hall

® ©
MIDWEEK CHURCH NIGHTS

First week (September 16) only:
Dinner followed by worship on the front lawn/patio!
You’re welcome to attend both, or come for just dinner or worship.
Bring a blanket or chair for the lawn and enjoy an evening together.

I

Starting September 23 classes offered:
ALPHA

BIBLE STUDY- 1t & 2"d Timothy

YOUTH CORNERSTONE

NURSERY CARE

MAIN DISH will be provided. Bring a side dish or dessert to share.



mailto:joe.hill@stlcsj.org

St. Timothy’s Lunch Bunch

Thursday, September 24
at 12:00 noon in Fellowship Hall

Lunch will cost $15 for Togo’s sandwiches, salad,
and chips. Desserts and drinks are always free.

& Richard Holmboe will be
’ speaking about Pigeon Point
I Lighthouse in Pescadero.

Lunch Bunch needs a headcount, so please RSVP to
Barbara at 408-226-5807 by September 20. You’re

welcome to bring your own lunch at no cost and still
enjoy the dessert and drinks. If you’re bringing your own
lunch, please let Barbara know when you RSVP so we can
reserve a seat for you.

Monthly Lunch Bunch is a fellowship group open to ALL.
We welcome new attendees.

2026-20217
REGISTER AT STLLSI.ORG/MOMCO

Contact Elizabeth at momco@sticsj.org
or 408-677-0267

South Valley FISH Food Pantry

September
Food ltem of
| the Month

Please donate only the requested item for that
month. For the health and dignity of our clients,
no expired food items.

istian' P
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St. Timothy’s 29th Annual

Golf Tournament
Saturday, September 26

9:00 am
$90 per person

Los Lagos Golf Course
Click here to sign-up online as a
group or as an individual or sign-up
on Sunday after worship services or
email Bill.



https://www.stlcsj.org/golf/
mailto:sportsjunkie1951@gmail.com
mailto:momco@stlcsj.org

o Sara Stamos
Director of Youth Ministry

)
: tti th
- y @sttims_you
St tlm s ) : sara.stamos@stlcsj.org
- ® :5153 Carter Ave
studentsy oo

UPCOMING
CLASSES

CONFIRMATION

MIDDLE AND 6'"-8'" Grade Students and any
HIGH SCHOOL unconfirmed high school students:
Classes begin September 14"

from 4:45-6:00PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
6-8PM AT THE YOUTH HOUSE

Q Dinner and worship followed 1°* COMMUNION

by a short message.

5" Grade Students (older students
not communing may also join):

First Communion Instruction will

begin late September or early

October. This is a 5-week course to

give students basic understanding
of the Sacrament of the Lord’s

Supper

Afterwards, we break off

into small groups to share,

pray for, and encourage one
another!

We end our night with a
ST game
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September 12, Sat, 4-
CELEBRATION CRAFTS GAMES FOOD

FRUITT OF TTHIE SPIRT EENTILENESS

www. STLCSJ.ORG/MESSY/
St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church
5100 Camen Ave San Jose 95124 408-264-3858
Please RSVP CM@STLCSJ.ORG ‘
www.meetup.com/messy-church-san-jose/events/316017358 ¢

Do you love to sing?
Come add your voice to our
children’s choir!

Hey Kids! Bring your parents.
Sept 6, Sunday 10 - Il am
St. Tim's Playground

5100 Camden Ave

A e

For more information:

No experience needed @
4 - 12 years ages welcome @

SUNDAYS
10:15-10:45 AM

¢ Play Together
St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church
@ Preschool Library #D2 e Free Brunch

e Free Coffee Bar cm@sticsiors

5.4 '?A ~ é.: B C’;‘é’)’;‘sg‘:gg“g;’é e Meet New Friends ﬁ;,_
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Sep.2:

Sep.3:

This will give you a chance to observe your child’s classroom and ask any questions.
We will also have tables set up for you to find out more information about the fun
resources and activities available for your family and child(ren) offered at MomCo.

=
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ppy September!

Welcome!l ' We lhave had some fime back to school and the chidren
are getting more comfortoble in their classrooms and with the daly
routines. it has been an absoute joy observing our students and
seeing the new relationships that are already developing with their
teachers and their classimates. We have lofs of evenfs coming up so
please see the reminders below and mark your calendars. | can
dready fel that it is going fo be an amazing school year! @ 2 nast
BB

Friendly Reminders

First chapel of the year - 3's and JK
(2’s will start in October)

Back to School Night 6pm - 7pm
Extended Care closes @ Spm
Parent/Grandparent/ Guardian night ONLY!

Messy Church and Gymsters.

sep.7:
Sep.9:
Sep.le:
Sep.12:

Ms. Shelley (Children/Family Ministry Director] does a fabulous job putting together
an incredible fun couple of hours for the entire family! Come for the hands-on

No School in observance of Labor Day

Fall Pictures

Gymsters free Trial Class

Messy Church 4pm - 6pm - fellowship Hall

activities. art projects. games and a FREF shared meal at the end.
More information to come!

Sep.14:

Sep.15:

allergy.]
It will be

Music Begins with Ms. Ginger

Ice Cream SuciallBlessing of the Children @ 6pm
Join us in the courtyard for our annual quick f [
cream sundaes! (We'll have dairy-free ice cream for our students with a dairy

If you would like. bring dinner and make it a picnic!
a fun time for everyone.

Sep.24: Coffee with Parents 8:45am - 9:45am

We would love for you all to come and join Katy and | @ Cafe Lydia (next to the
office) for breakfast goodies. coffee/tea and casual conversation. Stay for 5
minutes or the entire hour. This is a great time to get to know Katy. myself and

other parents. Hope to see you there!

lessing of the children followed by ice

Email:
dawn.escobedo@stlcsj.org

Phone:
(408) 265-0244, ext. 113

T

Blessings, Daw
N
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